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NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling � Minister for Agriculture and Food) [12.10 pm]: The Liberal-
National government takes seriously its role in natural resource management, which is defined as �the 
sustainable management of the land, water, atmosphere and biodiversity resources for the benefit of existing and 
future generations, and for the maintenance of life support capability of the biosphere�. It is in essence the 
sustainable use of our natural resources to provide for the needs of humanity, and in this way reflects the true 
triple bottom line of sustainable economic, social and environmental outcomes. 

As the lead minister for natural resource management, I have inherited the role of managing the state�s natural 
resource management activities. To be better informed on how the government might improve its performance in 
this area, I commissioned a review of natural resource management delivery in Western Australia. This review 
was chaired by Mr Garry English, a previous chair of the South Coast Natural Resource Management region. 
Garry was assisted by Mr David Hartley, who is now retired but was previously the executive director of natural 
resource management in the Department of Agriculture and Food, and Mr Craig Warner from the Department of 
Treasury and Finance. I would like to place on record my personal thanks to these people for their work on this 
report. 

The report was delivered to me on 27 February 2009, and I now table a copy of the report titled �Natural 
Resource Management Review � Western Australia�, and the government�s response to that report.  

[See paper 957.] 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The state natural resource management review will now be released to the public for 
consideration and feedback. 

One of the key recommendations of the review, however, has already waited too long. Recommendation 2 states 
that the state�s natural resource management plan be implemented as a matter of urgency. The previous Labor 
government spent a year prior to the September election trying to put a state natural resource management plan 
together. We inherited from Labor an NRM system with no priority and no state plan. It is my intention to get on 
with the job and table in the next few sitting weeks the Western Australian natural resource management plan. 
This plan is the next vital step in the path to getting better NRM outcomes. It is not the end document of this 
process but a stepping stone. However, it is astounding to me that the previous Labor government cared so little 
for natural resource management that in the past five years in which it has run a natural resource management 
program in the state of Western Australia it could not develop even this.  

Item 2.2.4 on page 11 of the state natural resource management review identifies that the natural resource 
management system, with its origins in the Natural Heritage Trust and national action plan for water� 

Point of Order 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Mr Speaker, the convention governing ministerial statements was not to have them laced 
with political invective. I would like to know whether that is still a requirement of the standing orders of the 
Legislative Assembly or whether that requirement has changed now that National Party ministers are delivering 
ministerial statements. 

The SPEAKER: Member, it is not a requirement of standing orders. It is a brief ministerial statement. I urge the 
minister to continue. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will repeat the paragraph that I had commenced. Item 2.2.4 on page 11 of the state natural 
resource management review identifies that the natural resource management system, with its origins in the 
Natural Heritage Trust and national action plan for water has �contributed $536 million over five years� to 
Western Australia. Over half a billion dollars of state and commonwealth money has gone into a program under 
a Labor government that had no plan.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister! Members to my left might not necessarily agree with or enjoy what the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food is saying. Although there is not a standing order that would ask a minister delivering a 
brief ministerial statement to use certain language or refer to certain subjects, I ask that most members in this 
place cease interjecting. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The review also identifies in item 2.2.1 on page 10 that the state of Western Australia also 
contributes more than $370 million a year directly to natural resource management activities through its state 
agencies. 
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The SPEAKER: Minister, your time is up. 
 


